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Summer Meal Program Coalition Webinar Series:

How to Become a Summer Meal Provider 
May 4, 2011

Questions and Answers

Below are answers to written questions posed by participants in the “How to Become a Summer Meal Provider” webinar on May 4, 2011. 
 

Some questions were also posed verbally during the Webinar and can be accessed through the archived recording of the Webinar.
 

For additional Q&A, you can also visit the Summer Meal Service FAQ provided by California Department of Education, Nutrition Services Division at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sf/faq.asp
Q: ​Hello, I work for a nonprofit organization and we have additional grants for our summer and weekend program.  If we the (Agency) sponsor a site, can they receive snacks reimbursement  for the weekend programs too? ​

Yes! SFSP can provide meal and snack reimbursement on Saturdays and Sundays –  seven days a week if you'd like during the summer.  

If it's during the school year, you'd need to switch to CACFP At-Risk and you can serve on weekends too as long as its an after-school program with an educational or learning enrichment component.  

Q: ​I understand that Sites "go through" the sponsor to sign up AND that the four responsibilities of the site is "attend sponsor training. "  How do sites get approved after May 17 if that is the last training. ​

The last Sponsor training is May 17th.  Sites are added under the sponsor application. They can be added any time before the site begins serving meals. Sponsors are required to train the site supervisor.  You would need to ask your sponsor when they are providing the training.  
Q: ​How do we determine if a family is considered "low income"? Is there documentation needed?​

Eligibility is based on the percentage of kids that are eligible for free-  and reduced-price meals at the school in your district.

If more than 50% are eligible, then you can serve all kids that show up for meals at your site.

The school keeps data on these percentages. We also post them on our website as well. Here's the link. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sh/cw/filesafdc.asp
​Q: I understand the sponsors receive reimbursement, but what type of financial incentive, if any, is there for potential sites to sign-up? ​

There is no financial incentive, except that you can provide meals without paying for them. The incentive is the knowledge that you've helped ensure a child gets a healthy meal.
Perhaps you will get more kids attending your program, and word will get out what a wonderful agency you have.  No financial incentive, however.    

Q: ​I work with an after-school program that works with school-aged students with disabilities up to age 22. Is there an age limit?
Children age 18 and under may receive meals through SFSP. A person 19 years of age and over who has a mental or physical disability (as determined by a State or local educational agency) and who participates during the school year in a public or private nonprofit school program (established for the mentally or physically disabled) is also eligible to receive meals.  
Q: ​If you are already a sponsor in good standing, do you need to participate in the upcoming webinars?
A: No, thank you for asking that!  If you are a returning sponsor in good standing, you can attend an online training. Here's the link! 

http://www.nufs.sjsu.edu/calpronet/SFSP_2011_instruct.htm
Q: ​It was mentioned that there needs to be 50% or greater need to qualify for free or reduced lunch in order to qualify for SFSP.  Does this mean that 50% of the community we serve needs to qualify or 50% of the youth we serve need to fall under this category?​

For an open site, which means all kids from the community can be served, 50% of the kids at a school in their district needs to be eligible for free or reduced-price meals. It can be an elementary school, a junior high, or a high school. It needs to be a school with a defined geographic boundary.  

Camps are reimbursed only for meals served to children who meet the income eligibility criteria. 

For closed enrolled sites, at least 50 percent of the enrolled children must be from households that meet the income eligibility guidelines. 

Q: ​How late can potential sites sign up with registered sponsors to become official sites given that the last sponsor trainings are coming up on May 10 & 17. ​

As long as you are an approved sponsor, you can add sites any day before you begin serving meals at that site. You'd need to give at least 24 hours for staff here to approve the new sites. 

You need to apply soon to become a sponsor, however.  It takes some time to process the application, and then we need to come visit your site for the preapproval visit. 

Q: ​If students are attending summer school can the site be a part of CACFP?​

No, summer school does not qualify for "the regular school year" for the CACFP At-Risk Program.  You can apply for the Summer Food Service Program to provide a meal! 

Q: ​I am with a nonprofit that runs a 10 day summer school program at one location. We would be purchasing meals up front and applying for reimbursement.  Would that mean that we are both a sponsor and a site?​
Yes, if you are the sponsor and the site is also at your location, you would be a sponsor and a site! 

​ Q: ​can a program be both a site and sponsor?​

Yes! 
Q: ​Will you be sending out electronically copies of what we are watching on the webinar like the statistics etc you just presented​

The webinar power point presentations are posted to the Summer Meal Coalition Web page: 

http://www.ccrwf.org/other-projects/
Q: ​We are a school district transporting lunch to a community center for SFSP lunch.  Should we send in the health permit from the kitchen where the lunch is produced?​

No, because you are a school district, you don't need to submit a health certificate. The specialist will look for the certificate when they do their preapproval visit to make sure it's current.  

