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CALIFORNIA 
 

 2.2 million (11.6%) Californians were unemployed as of June 2009,i almost double the rate from June 
2008, a year ago (7.1%):ii  

• 4.9% in 2000, almost a decade ago.iii  
• 5.5% in 1990, nearly 20 years ago.  
• 7.0% in 1980, nearly 30 years ago.  

 
 Trends in the unemployment rates of females in the labor force (ages 16 and over): 

• 5.2% in 2000.iv 
 5.2% of all White. 
 5.5% of all Black. 
 7.8% of all Hispanic. 

• 8.4% as of June 2009ii 
 

 Snapshot of California labor force (ages 16 and over) unemployment rates by gender and by 
race/ethnicity as of June 2009:v 

• 8.4% of all females. 
• 10% of all males. 
• 9.2% of all White. 
• 13.7% of all Black. 
• 12.3% of all Hispanic. 

 
 Decreases in employment by industry from June 2008-2009: vi 

• 5.9% in natural resources and mining. 
• 18.6% in construction. 
• 8.5% in manufacturing.    
• 6.6% in trade, transportation, and utilities. 
• 8% in information. 
• 6% in financial activities. 
• 5.8% in professional and business services. 
• 4.1% in leisure and hospitality.  
• 0.9% in government.  
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NATIONAL 
 15.1 million (9.7%) Americans were unemployed as of June 2009,vii nearly double the rate from June 

2008 (5.6%):viii 
• 4% in 2000, almost a decade ago.ix  
• 5.6% in 1990, nearly 20 years ago. 

• 7.1% in 1980, nearly 30 years ago. 
• 5.5% in 1960, nearly 50 years ago.  

 
 Trends in the unemployment rates of women in the labor force (ages 16 and over):x 

• 7.4% in 1980. 
• 5.5% in 1990. 
• 4.1% in 2000. 

 3.6% of all White. 
 7.2% of all Black. 
 6.7% of all Hispanic. 

• 8.9% as of June 2009. 
 

Snapshot of June 2009: National Labor Force Unemployment Rates by Gender and Race/Ethnicityxi, xii 
 Ages 16 and Over White Black Hispanic Asian Total 

Female 8.0% 13.1% 12.5% 8.4% 8.9% 
Male 9.5% 17.8% 11.9% 8.1% 10.4% 
Total  8.8%  15.3%  12.1%   8.2%  9.7% 

 
 Unemployment rates by industry as of May 2009:vii 

o 13.3% in natural resources and mining. 
o 19.2% in construction. 
o 12.6% in manufacturing. 
o 9% in wholesale and retail trade. 
o 8.5% in transportation and utilities. 
o 9.5% in information. 

o 5.7% in financial activities. 
o 10.9% in professional and business services. 
o 4.9% in education and health services. 
o 11.9% in leisure and hospitality. 
o 10% in agriculture. 
o 3.1% in government. 
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