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BASICS FOR 20101 

NUMBER OF CALIFORNIANS PARTICIPATING ........................................... 3,200,000 
AVERAGE BENEFIT PER HOUSEHOLD PER MONTH .......................................... $147 
TOTAL BENEFITS COMING TO CALIFORNIA .................................... $5,600,000,000 
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT (WITH RIPPLE EFFECT) ........................ $9,700,000,000 

 
PARTICIPATION RATES FOR 20072 

PERCENTAGE OF ELIGIBLE CALIFORNIANS PARTICIPATING .............................. 48% 
PERCENTAGE OF ELIGIBLE WORKING POOR HOUSEHOLDS PARTICIPATING ...... 33% 
PERCENTAGE OF ELIGIBLE SENIORS PARTICIPATING ...................................... 10% 
 

COUNTY PROGRAM ACCESS INDICES 2009 
(ESTIMATES CALFRESH UTILIZATION AMONG LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS.  SPECIFICALLY IT 
COMPARES PARTICIPANTS TO THE POPULATION ELIGIBLE BELOW 125% OF THE POVERTY LEVEL)  
SEE HTTP://WWW.CFPA.NET/FOODSTAMPS/PAI.HTM  
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PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 20093 
 
PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN ...................................................... 71% 
PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY ADULTS .............................................. 5% 
PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS ELIGIBLE FOR THE MAXIMUM BENEFIT ....................... 40% 
PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH 2 OR FEWER MEMBERS .................................... 57% 
 
PARTICIPATION TRENDS4 
 

 
                                                 
1 Source:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/snapmain.htm  
2 Source:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/ora/MENU/Published/snap/SNAPPartState.htm  
3 Source:  http://www.cfpa.net/foodstamps/foodstamp_characteristics.pdf  
4 Source:  http://www.cdss.ca.gov/research/res/pdf/foodtrends/FS05.pdf  


